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Capital Audiofest 2021: It's a Wrap
Ken Micallef  |  Nov 9, 2021

Capital Audiofest 2021 was a fantastic show. Everyone I spoke to—vendors,
visitors, the helpful Hilton staff—was jazzed to be there. Everyone was in
good spirits. While I didn’t see as many attendees in total as at the 2019
CAF show pre-Covid, every room I visited was full, and in many midday
cases, standing-room-only.

On Sunday, the last day of the 3-day event, I asked show director Gary Gill
about attendance, “We're all pleasantly surprised," he responded. "Sunday is
a slow day, but I’m thinking around 2300 total. Typically, pre COVID, we’d
have 500 on a Friday, but this Friday we had about 750. Totally surprised
me. ... Yesterday, we ran out of 1500 programs,” he added.

I can confirm that fact because mid-weekend I was searching for programs
and found none. My running buddy, Sound & Vision contributor Mike Trei
told me that his program was lifted while he was at lunch! Program thieves!

Whitehall, Maryland’s Chris Armbruster, of Cashformusic.com, who had
vinyl titles on sale from Wayne Shorter, John Coltrane, Hazel Scott, and Lee
Morgan priced to sell, said that sales were decent and the experience was
better. “Last Capital Audiofest, I probably brought twice as many records,”
Chris said. “But the turnout for this show, so far, is better than expected. For
me, as a record guy interacting with audiophiles, I love to show here, talking
to guys who have created systems that are mind-blowing. It's just great to
see these kinds of people who are really into it again.”

I was solo at this year's show, but the late Art Dudley made an appearance
in a sense, paid tribute by Volti Audio’s Greg Roberts, who put up a poster
outside Volti’s third-floor room near the elevator.

Gary Gill summed up the event well when he said, “It felt like a family
reunion.”
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Which pressing?
Submitted by Anton on November 9, 2021 - 4:30pm

Which pressing of the Bill Evans did you get!?
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Hi Anton
Submitted by ken mac on November 9, 2021 - 5:41pm

I didn't buy the Evans but a Vera Lynn record, Carmen, a Paul Horn
record. I'm swimming in jazz records!
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Chet Baker/Johnny Pace
Submitted by volvic on November 9, 2021 - 7:45pm

That Chet Baker and Johnny Pace recording next to Chris Armbruster
is fantastic, need to get it on vinyl.
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Thank you Ken
Submitted by avanti1960 on November 11, 2021 - 10:41am

for your one man marathon coverage !
nicely done.

Tony
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Tarheel Hi-Fi: Arion Audio, VPI, Audio
Research, and Nordost

Tenacious Sound: Audio Hungary,
Canton, Weiss, Audience. Plus Innuos,

AVM, and Perlisten

Infigo Audio (plus Alta Audio and
Resonessence)

Command Performance, and Well
Pleased AV: J.Sikora, Koetsu, Doshi,

Innuos, Gryphon, QLN

Joseph Audio, Now Listen Here, Audio
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Cable

Göbel + WADAX + CH Precision + A/V
RoomService

LKV Research Basis, Audio-Technica,
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Vitus, Thrax, Børresen: United Home
Audio and High End by Oz
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Instruments
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